Histopathology and immunopathology of skin biopsy specimens in Mediterranean spotted fever.
Histology of skin lesions and demonstration in them of Rickettsia conorii by direct immunofluorescence test (DIF) are presented in 13 patients with Mediterranean spotted fever (MSF). The lymphohistiocytic vasculitis which dominated the picture is not specific, however, it could be suggestive for the diagnosis of rickettsiosis. By DIF we demonstrated rickettsial coccobacillary forms in all the patients: in 12 macular lesions and in one "tache noire". The diagnosis was also confirmed by indirect immunofluorescence test in each case. DIF test was shown to be sensitive, specific and reliable in early diagnosis of MSF.